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CHIKV. Added to previous ﬁndings (Yaounde and Douala
outbreaks), these results provide further evidence of the
circulation of arboviruses in Cameroon.62 13th Internationa
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Background: In the last ten years, reports of arbovirus
irculation have increased in Central Africa. In 2006, Chikun-
unya virus (CHIKV) was isolated after a simultaneous
utbreak of febrile syndrome in the two main cities of
ameroon (Douala and Yaounde). Evidence of co-circulation
f CHIKV and Dengue virus (DENV) was also established
uring these outbreaks. Following a dengue-like syndrome
utbreak (sudden high fever combined with prolonged and
evere arthralgia) in three villages of Kumbo-East Health Dis-
rict (western Cameroon) in 2006, a cross sectional study was
dngress on Infectious Diseases Abstracts (Oral Presentations)
arried out one year later to characterize this epidemic and
o determine its aetiology.
Methods: Volunteers among those who suffered of
engue-like syndrome one year before the investigation
eriod were included. A total of 106 people (sex ratio
.3) were sampled for blood collection. Most of the peo-
le examined were farmers (85.8%), and the mean age was
0.5± 17.5 years (minimum 8, maximum 81). An entomo-
ogical investigation was also carried out.
All the 106 sera were tested for CHIKV speciﬁc IgM and
gG antibodies and for DENV speciﬁc IgM and IgG antibodies
y capture enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay (ELISA).
Results: Antibodies to CHIKV were detected in 63 (59.4%)
era; IgM antibodies were found in 5 (4.7%) specimens
nd IgG antibodies were detected in 59 (55.6%) specimens
ncluding two sera from persons still complaining of arthral-
ia. No DENV antibodies were detected.
The entomological survey revealed the presence of Aedes
egypti breeding sites in the rafﬁa plantations situated in
he valleys of villages where people fetch water and palm
ine.
Conclusion: The ﬁndings suggest that the dengue-like
yndrome outbreak was due to an Alphavirus, probablyoi:10.1016/j.ijid.2008.05.1233
